
REL: 9/7/2012 

Notice: T h i s o p i n i o n i s s u b j e c t t o f o r m a l r e v i s i o n b e f o r e p u b l i c a t i o n i n t h e advance 
s h e e t s o f Southern Reporter. Readers a r e r e q u e s t e d t o n o t i f y t h e Reporter of Decisions, 
Alabama A p p e l l a t e C o u r t s , 300 D e x t e r Avenue, Montgomery, Alabama 36104-3741 ((334) 229¬
0649), o f any t y p o g r a p h i c a l o r o t h e r e r r o r s , i n o r d e r t h a t c o r r e c t i o n s may be made b e f o r e 
t h e o p i n i o n i s p r i n t e d i n Southern Reporter. 

SUPREME COURT OF ALABAMA 
SPECIAL TERM, 2012 

1100750 

J o n i Wood 

v. 

K a r r i e Hayes 

1100751 

Darren Woods 

v. 

K a r r i e Hayes 

Appeals from Lauderdale C i r c u i t Court 
(CV-06-400) 



1100750 and 1100751 

MURDOCK, J u s t i c e . 

D a r r e n Woods and h i s h a l f s i s t e r J o n i Wood, 1 a p p e a l 

s e p a r a t e l y f r o m a judgment b a s e d on a j u r y v e r d i c t i n f a v o r o f 

K a r r i e Hayes and a g a i n s t J o n i i n t h e amount o f $ 4 3 7 , 7 6 1 . 5 2 and 

a g a i n s t D a r r e n i n t h e amount o f $86,540.49 f o r v i o l a t i n g t h e 

A labama U n i f o r m F r a u d u l e n t T r a n s f e r A c t , § 8-9A-1 e t s e q . 

("AUFTA"). We have c o n s o l i d a t e d t h e two a p p e a l s f o r t h e 

p u r p o s e o f w r i t i n g one o p i n i o n . I n b o t h a p p e a l s , we r e v e r s e 

and remand. 

I . F a c t s and P r o c e d u r a l H i s t o r y 

On t h e m o r n i n g o f S e p t e m b e r 28, 2004, K a r r i e H a y e s , t h e n 

age 14, was a l o n e i n s i d e t h e house where she r e s i d e d w i t h h e r 

m o t h e r i n F l o r e n c e . J a s o n E a r l P r u i t t , a t t h e r e q u e s t and 

u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f S t e v i e Woods, 2 t h e f a t h e r o f D a r r e n and 

J o n i , r e l e a s e d a l a r g e amount o f p r o p a n e gas i n t o t h e 

r e s i d e n c e and t h e n i g n i t e d t h e g a s , c a u s i n g t h e r e s i d e n c e t o 

1 A l t h o u g h b o t h D a r r e n and J o n i a r e c h i l d r e n o f S t e v i e 
Woods, t h e l e g a l s p e l l i n g o f J o n i ' s l a s t name i s "Wood" w i t h 
no f i n a l " s . " 

2 I n t h e p r o c e e d i n g s a t t h e C o u r t o f C r i m i n a l A p p e a l s 
a r i s i n g o u t o f t h i s i n c i d e n t , Woods i s r e f e r r e d t o as " S t e v e " 
Woods. 
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e x p l o d e i n t o f l a m e s . 3 Hayes was t h r o w n f r o m t h e house i n t o 

t h e f r o n t y a r d . As a r e s u l t o f t h e e x p l o s i o n , Hayes s u s t a i n e d 

s e v e r e b u r n s t o o v e r 70 p e r c e n t o f h e r body. 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s q u i c k l y l e a r n e d o f P r u i t t ' s i n v o l v e m e n t , 

and P r u i t t t h e r e a f t e r i m p l i c a t e d S t e v i e Woods. O f f i c e r T r a v i s 

Clemmons, c h i e f i n v e s t i g a t o r f o r t h e L a u d e r d a l e C o u n t y 

S h e r i f f ' s D e p a r t m e n t , c o n f r o n t e d S t e v i e Woods t h e day a f t e r 

t h e a c c i d e n t . O f f i c e r Clemmons t e s t i f i e d a t t r i a l t h a t Woods 

a p p e a r e d v i s i b l y s h a k e n when he was t o l d t h a t someone was i n 

t h e house when i t was s e t a b l a z e . 

On J a n u a r y 27, 2006, S t e v i e Woods was a r r e s t e d and 

c h a r g e d w i t h a r s o n f o r t h e b u r n i n g o f t h e r e s i d e n c e i n w h i c h 

Hayes was l i v i n g . B o t h S t e v i e Woods and P r u i t t were c o n v i c t e d 

o f a r s o n i n t h e f i r s t d e g r e e on November 8, 2006. The C o u r t 

o f C r i m i n a l A p p e a l s a f f i r m e d Woods's c o n v i c t i o n i n an 

u n p u b l i s h e d memorandum on November 6, 2009, Woods v. S t a t e 

( N o . C R-06-1150), 64 So. 3d 1150 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 2 0 0 9 ) 

3 A c c o r d i n g t o t h e f a c t s r e l a t e d by t h e C o u r t o f C r i m i n a l 
A p p e a l s i n i t s u n p u b l i s h e d memorandum a d d r e s s i n g t h e d i r e c t 
a p p e a l o f S t e v i e Woods f r o m h i s c o n v i c t i o n f o r f i r s t - d e g r e e 
a r s o n a r i s i n g o u t o f t h i s i n c i d e n t , S t e v i e Woods p a i d P r u i t t 
$3,000 t o d e s t r o y t h e house b e c a u s e Woods b e l i e v e d t h a t Amy 
Hayes, K a r r i e ' s m o t h e r , had s t o l e n money f r o m h im. Woods v.  
S t a t e (No. CR-06-1150), 64 So. 3d 1150 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 2009) 
( t a b l e ) . 
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( t a b l e ) , and t h i s C o u r t d e n i e d h i s p e t i t i o n f o r a w r i t o f 

c e r t i o r a r i on F e b r u a r y 12, 2010, Ex p a r t e Woods (No. 1 0 9 0 3 9 1 ) , 

76 So. 3d 876 ( A l a . 2010) ( t a b l e ) . D a r r e n and J o n i were n o t 

i m p l i c a t e d i n t h e c r i m e . 

As a r e s u l t o f t h e i n j u r i e s she s u s t a i n e d i n t h e 

e x p l o s i o n , Hayes was p l a c e d i n a m e d i c a l l y i n d u c e d coma f r o m 

w h i c h she awoke a f t e r a month and a h a l f . She s t a y e d i n t h e 

h o s p i t a l f o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y two and a h a l f months and u n d e r w e n t 

12 s u r g e r i e s d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d . Most o f t h e s u r g e r i e s were 

f o r s k i n g r a f t s t o c o v e r t h e b u r n e d a r e a s o f Hayes's body. 

Hayes a l s o had t o u n d e r g o e x t e n s i v e p h y s i c a l t h e r a p y . H ayes's 

t r e a t i n g p h y s i c i a n , Dr. W i l l i a m H a r d i n , t h e n c h i e f s u r g e o n i n 

t h e b u r n u n i t a t C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l o f A l a b a m a , t e s t i f i e d by 

v i d e o d e p o s i t i o n a t t r i a l t h a t Hayes " w i l l r e q u i r e o n g o i n g 

l i f e t i m e c a r e . She w i l l n o t be n o r m a l . She w i l l s u f f e r t h e 

e f f e c t s o f t h i s t h r o u g h h e r e n t i r e l i f e . I t w i l l e f f e c t h e r 

n o t o n l y p h y s i c a l l y b u t e m o t i o n a l l y , p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y . Her 

l i f e i s c h a n g e d f o r e v e r . " 

On September 20, 2006, Hayes, t h r o u g h h e r m o t h e r , f i l e d 

a c i v i l a c t i o n a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods and P r u i t t s e e k i n g damages 

f o r t h e i n j u r i e s she s u s t a i n e d as a r e s u l t o f t h e d e s t r u c t i o n 
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o f t h e r e s i d e n c e . 4 I n amended c o m p l a i n t s f i l e d on May 7, 

2007, and September 29, 2008, Hayes added c l a i m s a l l e g i n g t h e 

f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r o f a s s e t s a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods, D a r r e n , 

J o n i , and F l o w e r Wood D e v e l o p m e n t , LLC ("Flower Wood"), and 

c o n s p i r a c y t o engage i n t h e f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r s and s e e k i n g 

i n j u n c t i v e r e l i e f t o b a r f u r t h e r t r a n s f e r s . W i t h r e g a r d t o 

t h e s e c l a i m s , Hayes s p e c i f i c a l l y a l l e g e d t h a t , w i t h t h e 

k n o w l e d g e o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f Hayes's c l a i m s a g a i n s t h im, 

S t e v i e Woods f r a u d u l e n t l y t r a n s f e r r e d r e a l and p e r s o n a l 

p r o p e r t y t o v a r i o u s r e l a t i v e s , 5 i n c l u d i n g D a r r e n and J o n i , as 

w e l l as t o F l o w e r Wood. 

P u r s u a n t t o R u l e 42, A l a . R. C i v . P., D a r r e n and J o n i 

f i l e d a m o t i o n r e q u e s t i n g t h a t t h e c l a i m s a g a i n s t them r e l a t e d 

t o t h e a l l e g e d f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r s be t r i e d s e p a r a t e l y f r o m 

t h e p e r s o n a l - i n j u r y c l a i m s f i l e d a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods and 

4 I n i t i a l l y , Amy Hayes and J e r r y P a r n e l l , t h e owner o f t h e 
h o u s e , f i l e d i n d i v i d u a l c l a i m s i n t h e same c o m p l a i n t , b u t 
t h o s e c l a i m s were n o t p u r s u e d a t t r i a l . D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f 
t h e l i t i g a t i o n , K a r r i e Hayes r e a c h e d t h e age o f m a j o r i t y , and, 
as a r e s u l t , she p u r s u e d t h e a c t i o n t h r o u g h t r i a l on h e r own 
b e h a l f . 

5 H a y e s a l s o named S t e v i e Woods's s i s t e r , P a t s y Ann S c o t t , 
and h i s o t h e r d a u g h t e r , K a y l e e Woods, as d e f e n d a n t s , b u t t h e s e 
d e f e n d a n t s l a t e r were d i s m i s s e d f r o m t h e a c t i o n by m o t i o n s 
f i l e d by Hayes. 
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P r u i t t . One o f t h e s t a t e d g r o u n d s f o r s e p a r a t e t r i a l s was 

t h a t 

" [ i ] t i s a n t i c i p a t e d t h a t p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e 
P l a i n t i f f , K a r r i e Hayes, m e d i c a l t e s t i m o n y 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e c o n d i t i o n o f K a r r i e Hayes, t e s t i m o n y 
o f K a r r i e Hayes d e s c r i b i n g h e r i n j u r i e s and 
c o n d i t i o n , h e r p a i n and s u f f e r i n g and h e r o t h e r 
damages and i n j u r i e s w i l l be e l i c i t e d a t t h e t r i a l 
o f t h e c a s e . 

"The t e s t i m o n y and e v i d e n c e d e s c r i b e d above w i l l 
p r e j u d i c e t h e D e f e n d a n t s i n t h e f r a u d u l e n t 
c o n v e y a n c e c l a i m s w h i c h s a i d p r e j u d i c e w i l l n o t be 
a b l e t o be c u r e d by any i n s t r u c t i o n t h e C o u r t may 
g i v e t o d i s r e g a r d t h a t e v i d e n c e on damages when 
d e c i d i n g i s s u e s i n t h e f r a u d u l e n t c o n v e y a n c e c a s e . 

" A l l t h e p r o o f a b o u t K a r r i e H a yes's damages [ i s ] 
n o t a d m i s s i b l e t o p r o v e any e l e m e n t s o f t h e c l a i m s 
c o n c e r n i n g f r a u d u l e n t c o n v e y a n c e s . " 

D a r r e n and J o n i l a t e r f i l e d a s u p p l e m e n t t o t h e i r m o t i o n 

f o r s e p a r a t e t r i a l s i n w h i c h t h e y c o n t e n d e d t h a t " [ t ] h e m o t i v e 

and i n t e n t o f [ H a y e s ] i n o f f e r i n g p h o t o g r a p h s and o t h e r 

[ e v i d e n c e ] o f s e r i o u s i n j u r y i s t o i n f l a m e t h e j u r y i n t h e i r 

f a v o r and a p p e a l t o t h e j u r y ' s s y m p a t h y . " They a t t a c h e d t o 

t h e s u p p l e m e n t an a f f i d a v i t f r o m D a v i d Odem, c o c o u n s e l f o r 

S t e v i e Woods i n t h e c r i m i n a l a c t i o n a g a i n s t h i m r e s u l t i n g f r o m 

t h e i n c i d e n t . I n t h e a f f i d a v i t , Odem s t a t e d t h a t " [ t ] h e 

p h o t o g r a p h s o f K a r r i e Hayes were gruesome, a w f u l , h o r r i b l e . 

6 



1100750 and 1100751 

I n f a c t , I c a n n o t t h i n k o f a d e q u a t e words t o d e s c r i b e how bad 

t h e y w e r e . " 

The t r i a l c o u r t s u b s e q u e n t l y o r d e r e d b i f u r c a t e d t r i a l s 

f o r t h e c l a i m s i n H a y e s ' s c o m p l a i n t . The f i r s t t r i a l w o u l d 

a d d r e s s H a y e s ' s c l a i m s f o r "damages f o r a c t s r e l a t i n g t o t h e 

e x p l o s i o n and f i r e made t h e b a s i s o f t h i s l i t i g a t i o n . " The 

s e c o n d t r i a l w o u l d a d d r e s s " [ a ] l l i s s u e s r e l a t e d t o f r a u d u l e n t 

c o n v e y a n c e s . " 

I n t h e same o r d e r , t h e t r i a l c o u r t f o u n d t h a t S t e v i e 

Woods's " w i l l f u l , i m p r o p e r and c o n t e m p t u o u s r e f u s a l t o g i v e 

d e p o s i t i o n t e s t i m o n y has p r e v e n t e d [ H a y e s ] f r o m o b t a i n i n g 

t e s t i m o n y and e v i d e n c e n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e a d e q u a t e p r o s e c u t i o n 

o f [ h e r ] c a s e " and t h a t Woods had " c o n t i n u e d t o e x h i b i t a 

p a t t e r n and p r a c t i c e o f w i l l f u l d i s o b e d i e n c e t o t h e R u l e s o f 

C i v i l P r o c e d u r e and t o O r d e r s o f t h i s C o u r t . " As a r e s u l t o f 

S t e v i e Woods's l a c k o f c o o p e r a t i o n , t h e t r i a l c o u r t r u l e d t h a t 

a l l o f H a y e s ' s f a c t s c o n c e r n i n g h e r p e r s o n a l - i n j u r y c l a i m s 

" a r e t o be t a k e n as e s t a b l i s h e d , " l e a v i n g damages as t h e o n l y 

i s s u e t o be d e t e r m i n e d by t h e j u r y . 6 

6 P r u i t t had f a i l e d t o answer t h e c o m p l a i n t , and a d e f a u l t 
j udgment was e n t e r e d a g a i n s t him. On December 1, 2010, he 
f i l e d a m o t i o n s t a t i n g t h a t he d i d n o t c o n t e s t t h e a l l e g a t i o n s 
a g a i n s t him and t h a t he a g r e e d t o be bound j o i n t l y and 
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On December 8, 2010, a j u r y awarded Hayes $5 m i l l i o n 

a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods and P r u i t t on h e r p e r s o n a l - i n j u r y c l a i m s . 

S t e v i e Woods d i d n o t a p p e a l t h e v e r d i c t . 

B e f o r e t h e t r i a l on Hayes's f r a u d u l e n t - t r a n s f e r c l a i m s , 

t h e t r i a l c o u r t e n t e r e d an o r d e r a s s e s s i n g more s a n c t i o n s 

a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods b e c a u s e o f h i s c o n t i n u e d l a c k o f 

c o o p e r a t i o n . The t r i a l c o u r t a l s o d e t e r m i n e d b e f o r e t r i a l 

t h a t 11 deeds had been u s e d t o f r a u d u l e n t l y t r a n s f e r 9 p a r c e l s 

o f r e a l p r o p e r t y f r o m S t e v i e Woods t o D a r r e n , J o n i , and F l o w e r 

Wood, and t h e t r i a l c o u r t s e t a s i d e t h o s e d e e d s . The o r d e r 

s e t t i n g a s i d e t h o s e deeds f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t " t h e i s s u e o f 

any a d d i t i o n a l r e a l and p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y w h i c h may have been 

f r a u d u l e n t l y t r a n s f e r r e d among t h e d e f e n d a n t s i s n o t d i s p o s e d 

o f by t h i s C o u r t ' s r u l i n g and r e m a i n s a t i s s u e f o r t r i a l . " 

The d e f e n d a n t s d i d n o t c h a l l e n g e t h e o r d e r and do n o t do so on 

a p p e a l . 

S t e v i e Woods r e f u s e d t o answer a l l b u t t h e most 

p r e l i m i n a r y q u e s t i o n s i n h i s d e p o s i t i o n , r e s p o n d i n g t o n e a r l y 

e v e r y q u e s t i o n t h a t he was " t a k [ i n g ] t h e F i f t h . " As a r e s u l t , 

t h e t r i a l c o u r t i s s u e d f u r t h e r s a n c t i o n s a g a i n s t Woods, 

s e v e r a l l y by any j u r y v e r d i c t as t o damages e n t e r e d a g a i n s t 
S t e v i e Woods. 
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i n c l u d i n g f i n d i n g t h a t Woods was b a r r e d f r o m o p p o s i n g H ayes's 

c l a i m s o r t h e damages s o u g h t and t h a t " [ a ] l l q u e s t i o n s 

D e f e n d a n t S t e v i e Woods r e f u s e d t o r e s p o n d t o d u r i n g h i s 

d e p o s i t i o n q u e s t i o n i n g a r e h e r e b y t a k e n as e s t a b l i s h e d f o r 

p u r p o s e s o f t h i s a c t i o n . " S e v e r a l o f t h e e s t a b l i s h e d f a c t s 

c o n c e r n e d Woods's t r a n s f e r r i n g a s s e t s t o D a r r e n , J o n i , and 

F l o w e r Wood. I t a l s o was e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t S t e v i e Woods had 

no t c o n t r i b u t e d any money t o pay f o r Hayes's m e d i c a l e x p e n s e s 

o r t o compe n s a t e h e r f o r h e r i n j u r i e s . The d e f e n d a n t s 

l i k e w i s e d i d n o t c h a l l e n g e t h i s o r d e r . 

On F e b r u a r y 22, 2011, t h e t r i a l on Hayes's f r a u d u l e n t -

t r a n s f e r c l a i m s commenced. D u r i n g t h e o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t o f 

Hayes's c o u n s e l , c o u n s e l f o r t h e d e f e n d a n t s o b j e c t e d t o 

Hayes's c o u n s e l ' s s h o w i n g t h e j u r y p h o t o g r a p h s o f Hayes's 

i n j u r i e s . C o u n s e l f o r D a r r e n , J o n i , and F l o w e r Wood s t a t e d 

t h a t " t h e d a m a g e [ s ] c a s e a g a i n s t S t e v i e [ W o o d s ] i s s i m p l y n o t 

r e l e v a n t t o any i s s u e t o be p r e s e n t e d h e r e ... i t ' s j u s t 

s i m p l y n o t r e l e v a n t e v i d e n c e . " The t r i a l c o u r t o v e r r u l e d t h e 

o b j e c t i o n . L a t e r i n t h e o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t , d e f e n d a n t s ' 

c o u n s e l i n t e r j e c t e d t h a t 

" [ t ] h e d e f e n d a n t s , J o n i Woods [ s i c ] , D a r r e n Woods, 
and F l o w e r Wood Development s t i p u l a t e t h a t any 
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i n j u r i e s s u s t a i n e d by M i s s Hayes v e r y u n f o r t u n a t e l y 
were h o r r i b l e and t h a t t h e judgment has a l r e a d y been 
r e n d e r e d a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods f o r f i v e m i l l i o n 
d o l l a r s as [ H a y e s ' s c o u n s e l ] has s a i d . She has 
h o s p i t a l and d o c t o r b i l l s [ t h a t a r e ] a s t r o n o m i c a l 
and we s t i p u l a t e t o a l l t h a t m a k i n g a l l o f t h i s n o t 
r e l e v a n t . " 

H a y es's f i r s t w i t n e s s was O f f i c e r Clemmons, who t e s t i f i e d 

a b o u t what he had o b s e r v e d a t t h e s c e n e o f t h e e x p l o s i o n on 

t h e day i t o c c u r r e d as w e l l as some d e t a i l s a b o u t t h e c r i m i n a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . C o u n s e l f o r D a r r e n , J o n i , and F l o w e r Wood 

o b j e c t e d t h a t O f f i c e r Clemmons's t e s t i m o n y was i r r e l e v a n t t o 

t h e i s s u e w h e t h e r t h e t r a n s a c t i o n s i n q u e s t i o n were 

f r a u d u l e n t . The t r i a l c o u r t o v e r r u l e d t h e o b j e c t i o n . 

O f f i c e r Clemmons t e s t i f i e d c o n c e r n i n g t h e c o n d i t i o n o f 

t h e house when he a r r i v e d on t h e s c e n e , and he v e r i f i e d 

p h o t o g r a p h s o f damage done t o t h e r e s i d e n c e . He t e s t i f i e d as 

t o H a yes's c o n d i t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e i n c i d e n t , s t a t i n g 

t h a t "she was s k i n — she was, I mean, i t was a c t u a l l y f a l l i n g 

o f f o f h e r , h e r arms." He s t a t e d t h a t Hayes a s k e d him i f she 

was g o i n g t o d i e , b u t t h a t he d i d n o t answer h e r . I n s t e a d , he 

w a l k e d away b e c a u s e " o u t o f a l l I've seen i n my l i n e o f work 

[ h e r c o n d i t i o n ] was p r o b a b l y t h e w o r s t and I c o u l d n ' t h a n d l e 
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i t . " O f f i c e r Clemmons a l s o s t a t e d t h a t he t a l k e d w i t h S t e v i e 

Woods t h e day a f t e r t h e e x p l o s i o n and he t o l d Woods 

"a b o u t t h e house e x p l o d i n g , [ H a y e s ] b e i n g i n t h e 
house and t a l k e d t o him t o t h e p o i n t o f -- he was 
s t a n d i n g — we were s t a n d i n g r i g h t i n f r o n t o f my 
c a r and when I s t a r t e d t a l k i n g t o him a b o u t [ H a y e s ] 
b e i n g i n t h e house and c o u l d p o s s i b l y d i e , J a s o n 
[ P r u i t t ] gone t o t h e h o s p i t a l , h i s — he was s h a k i n g 
and h i s knees were s h a k i n g so b a d he had t o l e a n up 
a g a i n s t my c a r . " 

Hayes n e x t o f f e r e d v i d e o d e p o s i t i o n t e s t i m o n y f r o m 

D r . H a r d i n . C o u n s e l f o r D a r r e n , J o n i , and F l o w e r Wood 

o b j e c t e d t h a t H a r d i n ' s t e s t i m o n y d i d " n o t e s t a b l i s h any 

m a t e r i a l f a c t t h e c o n s e q u e n c e o f w h i c h b e a r s on t h e t r u t h o r 

f a l s i t y o f any i s s u e t o be t r i e d . " The t r i a l c o u r t o v e r r u l e d 

t h e o b j e c t i o n . D r . H a r d i n t e s t i f i e d as t o t h e e x t e n t o f 

Hayes's i n j u r i e s , t h e number and k i n d s o f p r o c e d u r e s she had 

e n d u r e d , and t h e e x t e n t o f h e r r e c o v e r y . D r . H a r d i n s t a t e d 

t h a t Hayes " s u s t a i n [ e d ] s i g n i f i c a n t i n j u r i e s t h a t i n c l u d e d a 

m a j o r t o t a l body s u r f a c e a r e a b u r n . " He a l s o i d e n t i f i e d and 

d i s c u s s e d p h o t o g r a p h s o f Hayes's s u r g i c a l t r e a t m e n t t h a t were 

a d m i t t e d i n t o e v i d e n c e o v e r t h e o b j e c t i o n o f c o u n s e l . 

H a y es's c o u n s e l t h e n p l a y e d e x c e r p t s o f S t e v i e Woods's 

v i d e o d e p o s i t i o n . F a c t s e s t a b l i s h e d a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods by 

h i s r e f u s a l t o answer q u e s t i o n s i n c l u d e d t h e f a c t t h a t he 
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owned s e v e r a l r e n t a l p r o p e r t i e s i n t h e F l o r e n c e a r e a , t h a t 

m u l t i p l e p a r c e l s o f r e a l p r o p e r t y had been t r a n s f e r r e d t o 

D a r r e n and t o J o n i , b u t t h a t no money was p a i d i n e x c h a n g e f o r 

t h o s e p r o p e r t i e s , t h a t S t e v i e Woods had had c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h 

J o n i c o n c e r n i n g t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f F l o w e r Wood, t h a t J o n i 

c o l l e c t s t h e r e n t f r o m S t e v i e Woods's r e n t a l p r o p e r t i e s and 

p a s s e s i t on t o him, and t h a t S t e v i e Woods had t r a n s f e r r e d 

c a s h t o D a r r e n and J o n i f o l l o w i n g t h e i n c i d e n t . 

H a y es's c o u n s e l n e x t c a l l e d D a r r e n t o t e s t i f y . D a r r e n 

t e s t i f i e d t h a t c u r r e n t l y he l i v e s i n t h e house h i s f a t h e r 

l i v e d i n a t t h e t i m e o f t h e i n c i d e n t , t h a t he p a y s no r e n t f o r 

l i v i n g i n t h e h o u s e , and t h a t he does n o t have a j o b and he 

does n o t go t o s c h o o l . 

W i t h r e g a r d t o v a r i o u s f i n a n c i a l t r a n s a c t i o n s , D a r r e n 

t e s t i f i e d t h a t he was 16 y e a r s o l d i n September 2004 when t h e 

e x p l o s i o n o c c u r r e d and t h a t he d i d n o t own any r e a l p r o p e r t y 

a t t h e t i m e . He s t a t e d t h a t he was 18 y e a r s o l d i n December 

2006 when deeds i n d i c a t e t h a t h i s f a t h e r t r a n s f e r r e d r e a l 

p r o p e r t y t o him and t o J o n i . D a r r e n c l a i m e d t h a t he had n e v e r 

b o u g h t o r s o l d p r o p e r t y and t h a t he was n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e 

p r o p e r t i e s l i s t e d i n t h e d e e d s . D a r r e n a d m i t t e d t h a t h i s 
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s i g n a t u r e a p p e a r e d on deeds d a t e d i n m i d 2007 t r a n s f e r r i n g 

r e a l p r o p e r t y f r o m h i m s e l f and J o n i t o F l o w e r Wood, b u t he 

d e n i e d any memory o f t h e t r a n s f e r s . He a d m i t t e d t h a t he had 

had a j o i n t bank a c c o u n t w i t h h i s f a t h e r , b u t he s t a t e d t h a t 

he d i d n o t w r i t e c h e c k s , t h a t h i s f a t h e r h ad s i g n i n g 

p r i v i l e g e s on t h e a c c o u n t , and t h a t J o n i had a d u r a b l e power 

o f a t t o r n e y f o r t h e i r f a t h e r . D a r r e n d e n i e d any a w a r e n e s s o f 

$40,000 h a v i n g been d e p o s i t e d i n t o t h e j o i n t a c c o u n t . Though 

D a r r e n a d m i t t e d t h a t h i s s i g n a t u r e a p p e a r e d on a c h e c k f o r 

$25,000 made o u t t o M a r g a r e t Ann H i l l f o r t h e p u r c h a s e o f r e a l 

p r o p e r t y and t h a t h i s s i g n a t u r e a l s o a p p e a r e d on t h e w a r r a n t y 

deed f o r t h e p r o p e r t y , he d e n i e d h a v i n g any knowledge o f t h e 

t r a n s a c t i o n o r o f t h e s u b s e q u e n t t r a n s f e r o f t h e same p r o p e r t y 

t o F l o w e r Wood. D a r r e n s t a t e d t h a t he d i d n o t know much a b o u t 

F l o w e r Wood o t h e r t h a n t h a t i t was o r g a n i z e d f o r t a x p u r p o s e s . 

He d e n i e d k n o wledge o f c h e c k s made o u t t o him by t h e F l o r e n c e 

H o u s i n g A u t h o r i t y and d e p o s i t e d i n t o h i s j o i n t a c c o u n t . 

D a r r e n s t a t e d t h a t he assumed h i s f a t h e r o r J o n i must have 

s i g n e d t h e c h e c k s on h i s b e h a l f . 

On c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n , D a r r e n t e s t i f i e d t h a t h i s f a t h e r ' s 

h e a l t h i n 2006 was p o o r , as d e m o n s t r a t e d by t h e f a c t s t h a t 
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S t e v i e Woods had d i a b e t e s , had had a l e g a m p u t a t e d , and had 

u n d e r g o n e two o p e n - h e a r t s u r g e r i e s . D a r r e n d e n i e d h a v i n g any 

knowledge o f any d e e d s , t r a n s a c t i o n s , d e p o s i t s , o r w i t h d r a w a l s 

done i n h i s name d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d i n q u e s t i o n . He a l s o 

d e n i e d a t t e m p t i n g t o h i d e money t o keep i t f r o m Hayes. 

Hayes's c o u n s e l n e x t c a l l e d J o n i t o t e s t i f y . J o n i 

t e s t i f i e d t h a t she has h e l d S t e v i e Woods's power o f a t t o r n e y 

s i n c e e a r l y 2006 and t h a t f r o m t h e t i m e o f Woods's c o n v i c t i o n 

on November 8, 2006, she r a n t h e f a m i l y b u s i n e s s . E x a c t l y one 

month a f t e r h e r f a t h e r ' s c o n v i c t i o n and s e n t e n c e , J o n i f i l e d 

a r t i c l e s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r F l o w e r Wood, naming h e r s e l f as 

t h e s o l e member. J o n i a d m i t t e d t h a t she and D a r r e n d i d n o t 

pay any money t o t h e i r f a t h e r f o r l a n d t h a t was t r a n s f e r r e d t o 

them f o l l o w i n g t h e i n c i d e n t i n v o l v i n g H a y e s . She a l s o 

a d m i t t e d t h a t , when p r o p e r t y t h a t had been t r a n s f e r r e d t o them 

s u b s e q u e n t l y was t r a n s f e r r e d t o F l o w e r Wood, no money was 

e x c h a n g e d . She s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e t r a n s f e r s o f 

h e r f a t h e r ' s p r o p e r t y was t h a t he was i l l i n 2006 and he 

b e l i e v e d he was g o i n g t o d i e and he w a n t e d t o p a s s on h i s 

p r o p e r t y t o h i s c h i l d r e n b e f o r e t h a t o c c u r r e d . J o n i a d m i t t e d 

t h a t h e r f a t h e r r e c o v e r e d f r o m h i s i l l n e s s b u t t h a t none o f 
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t h e t r a n s f e r r e d p r o p e r t y has been r e t u r n e d t o him. She a l s o 

a d m i t t e d t h a t she had been r e c e i v i n g r e n t a l income f r o m some 

o f t h e p r o p e r t i e s t h a t was b e i n g d e p o s i t e d i n t o b a n k a c c o u n t s 

f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f F l o w e r Wood, D a r r e n , and h e r s e l f . She 

s t a t e d t h a t some o f t h e income f r o m t h e r e n t a l p r o p e r t i e s she 

u s e s f o r h e r p e r s o n a l e x p e n s e s b e c a u s e " t h i s j o b i s my o n l y 

s o u r c e o f i n c o m e . " J o n i a l s o a d m i t t e d t h a t she had r e c e n t l y 

b u i l t a new h o u s e . 

J o n i d e n i e d k n o w l e d g e o f p r o p e r t y t r a n s a c t i o n s a b o u t 

w h i c h Hayes's c o u n s e l a s k e d h e r , s t a t i n g t h a t e v e r y t h i n g was 

a b l u r a t t h e t i m e t h e t r a n s a c t i o n s o c c u r r e d b e c a u s e o f h e r 

f a t h e r ' s o r d e a l and t h e d e a t h o f h e r g r a n d m o t h e r . One s u c h 

t r a n s a c t i o n i n v o l v e d t h e s a l e o f p r o p e r t y by S t e v i e Woods t o 

H & H L a n d Company and someone e l s e , i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h w h i c h 

t h e p r o p e r t y was p l a c e d i n D a r r e n ' s and J o n i ' s name. She and 

D a r r e n t h e n d e eded t h e p r o p e r t y t o F l o w e r Wood, w h i c h i n t u r n 

d e e d ed i t t o t h e p u r c h a s e r s . J o n i a d m i t t e d t h a t a p o r t i o n o f 

t h e p r o c e e d s f r o m t h a t s a l e was d e p o s i t e d i n t o h e r p e r s o n a l 

b a n k a c c o u n t . J o n i t h e n p u r c h a s e d p r o p e r t y f r o m V e l l a R u t h 

Darby and deeded t h e p r o p e r t y t o F l o w e r Wood. 

15 



1100750 and 1100751 

J o n i a d m i t t e d t h a t S t e v i e Woods had g i v e n h e r and D a r r e n 

money as w e l l as r e a l p r o p e r t y s i n c e 2004, b u t she s t a t e d t h a t 

t h i s was b e c a u s e he was b e i n g g e n e r o u s t o t h e m . She a l s o 

c l a i m e d t h a t she and D a r r e n w o r k e d f o r t h e i r f a t h e r by s e r v i n g 

as c a r e g i v e r s , p a y i n g b i l l s , and s e t t i n g up h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e 

b e c a u s e t h e i r f a t h e r c o u l d n o t r e a d o r w r i t e . 

On c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n , J o n i d e n i e d t h a t h e r f a t h e r 

a t t e m p t e d t o h i d e a n y t h i n g f r o m Hayes and t e s t i f i e d t h a t she 

d i d n o t t r y t o h i d e a s s e t s f r o m H a y e s . She c o n t e n d e d t h a t 

most o f t h e t r a n s a c t i o n s i n q u e s t i o n o c c u r r e d as a r e s u l t o f 

h a v i n g t o pay f o r S t e v i e Woods's l e g a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n and 

b e c a u s e S t e v i e Woods w a n t e d t o g i v e h i s c h i l d r e n h i s p r o p e r t y 

b e f o r e he d i e d . 

The j u r y t h e n h e a r d t e s t i m o n y f r o m H a y e s . Hayes 

t e s t i f i e d a b o u t what she remembered o f t h e i n c i d e n t , a b o u t h e r 

i n j u r i e s , and h e r r e c o v e r y . D e f e n d a n t s ' c o u n s e l o b j e c t e d t o 

h e r t e s t i m o n y and t o t h e a d m i s s i o n o f more p h o t o g r a p h s o f 

H a y e s ' s i n j u r i e s . The t r i a l c o u r t o v e r r u l e d t h e o b j e c t i o n s . 

I t was e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t H a y e s ' s m e d i c a l b i l l s e x c e e d e d 

$1 m i l l i o n . She a l s o t e s t i f i e d t h a t she had n o t r e c e i v e d any 

c o m p e n s a t i o n f r o m t h e Woods f a m i l y f o r h e r i n j u r i e s . 
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A t t h e c l o s e o f H a y e s ' s c a s e , t h e d e f e n d a n t s moved f o r a 

j u d g m e n t as a m a t t e r o f l a w , w h i c h t h e t r i a l c o u r t d e n i e d . The 

d e f e n d a n t s t h e n p r e s e n t e d f u r t h e r t e s t i m o n y f r o m D a r r e n d u r i n g 

w h i c h he s t a t e d t h a t t i t l e t o p r o p e r t y v a l u e d a t $477,600 

a l r e a d y had been t r a n s f e r r e d b a c k i n t o h i s f a t h e r ' s name as a 

r e s u l t o f t h e t r a n s a c t i o n s t h e t r i a l c o u r t p r e v i o u s l y had s e t 

a s i d e . D a r r e n a l s o t e s t i f i e d t h a t he has no money and t h a t he 

no l o n g e r had a c h e c k i n g a c c o u n t . 7 F o l l o w i n g D a r r e n ' s 

t e s t i m o n y , t h e c a s e was s u b m i t t e d t o t h e j u r y . 

On F e b r u a r y 24, 2011, t h e j u r y r e t u r n e d a v e r d i c t i n 

f a v o r o f Hayes and a g a i n s t D a r r e n f o r v i o l a t i n g t h e AUFTA and 

a s s e s s e d damages i n t h e amount o f $86,540.49. I t f o u n d 

a g a i n s t J o n i f o r v i o l a t i n g t h e AUFTA and f o r c o n s p i r a c y t o 

v i o l a t e t h e AUFTA and a s s e s s e d damages i n t h e amount o f 

$437,761.52; i t f o u n d a g a i n s t F l o w e r Wood f o r v i o l a t i n g t h e 

AUFTA and a s s e s s e d damages i n t h e amount o f $32,247.50. 

The d e f e n d a n t s d i d n o t f i l e p o s t j u d g m e n t m o t i o n s . D a r r e n 

and J o n i a p p e a l t h e v e r d i c t s e n t e r e d a g a i n s t them; F l o w e r Wood 

has n o t a p p e a l e d t h e v e r d i c t e n t e r e d a g a i n s t i t . 

7We n o t e t h a t D a r r e n p r e v i o u s l y t e s t i f i e d t h a t a t one t i m e 
he had had a j o i n t c h e c k i n g a c c o u n t w i t h h i s f a t h e r . 
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I I . S t a n d a r d o f R e v i e w 

D a r r e n and J o n i a r g u e on a p p e a l t h a t t h e j u d g m e n t s 

a g a i n s t them s h o u l d be r e v e r s e d on t h e g r o u n d t h a t t h e t r i a l 

c o u r t e r r e d i n a d m i t t i n g i n t o e v i d e n c e h i g h l y p r e j u d i c i a l 

p h o t o g r a p h s , m e d i c a l r e c o r d s , a n d t e s t i m o n y c o n c e r n i n g H a y e s ' s 

i n j u r i e s and p h o t o g r a p h s and t e s t i m o n y c o n c e r n i n g t h e 

e x p l o s i o n . 

"'"The s t a n d a r d a p p l i c a b l e t o a r e v i e w o f a 
t r i a l c o u r t ' s r u l i n g s on t h e a d m i s s i o n o f e v i d e n c e 
i s d e t e r m i n e d by two f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e s . The 
f i r s t g r a n t s t r i a l j u d g e s w i d e d i s c r e t i o n t o e x c l u d e 
o r t o a d m i t e v i d e n c e . " ' Mock v. A l l e n , 783 So. 2d 
828, 835 ( A l a . 2000) ( q u o t i n g W a l - M a r t S t o r e s , I n c .  
v. Thompson, 726 So. 2d 651, 655 ( A l a . 1 998 ) ) . 
D e s p i t e t h e l a t i t u d e a f f o r d e d t h e t r i a l c o u r t i n i t s 
e v i d e n t i a r y r u l i n g s , a t r i a l c o u r t e x c e e d s i t s 
d i s c r e t i o n where i t a d m i t s p r e j u d i c i a l e v i d e n c e t h a t 
has no p r o b a t i v e v a l u e . See P o w e l l v. S t a t e , 796 So. 
2d 404, 419 ( A l a . C r i m . App. 1 9 9 9 ) , a f f ' d , 796 So. 
2d 434 ( A l a . 2 0 0 1 ) . 

"'"The s e c o n d p r i n c i p l e ' i s t h a t a j u d g m e n t 
c a n n o t be r e v e r s e d on a p p e a l f o r an e r r o r [ i n t h e 
i m p r o p e r a d m i s s i o n o f e v i d e n c e ] u n l e s s ... i t s h o u l d 
a p p e a r t h a t t h e e r r o r c o m p l a i n e d o f has p r o b a b l y 
i n j u r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d s u b s t a n t i a l r i g h t s o f t h e 
p a r t i e s . ' " ' Mock, 783 So. 2d a t 835 ( q u o t i n g 
W a l - M a r t S t o r e s , 726 So. 2d a t 655, q u o t i n g i n t u r n 
A t k i n s v. L e e , 603 So. 2d 937, 941 ( A l a . 1 9 9 2 ) ) . See 
a l s o A l a . R. App. P. 45. 'The b u r d e n o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 
t h a t an e r r o n e o u s r u l i n g was p r e j u d i c i a l i s on t h e 
a p p e l l a n t . ' P r e f e r r e d R i s k Mut. I n s . Co. v. Ryan, 
589 So. 2d 165, 167 ( A l a . 1 9 9 1 ) . " 
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M i d d l e t o n v. L i g h t f o o t , 885 So. 2d 111, 113-14 ( A l a . 2003) 

(e m p h a s i s o m i t t e d ) . 8 

I I I . A n a l y s i s 

The e s s e n c e o f D a r r e n and J o n i ' s argument i s as f o l l o w s : 

"The t r i a l c o u r t p e r m i t t e d p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 
e x t e n s i v e g r a p h i c e v i d e n c e o f H a y e s ' s p h y s i c a l 
i n j u r i e s c a u s e d n o t by any c o n v e y a n c e o f p r o p e r t y , 
b u t by a f i r e i n w h i c h [ D a r r e n and J o n i ] 
i n d i s p u t a b l y p l a y e d no r o l e . T h i s e v i d e n c e was 
i r r e l e v a n t t o t h e i s s u e s on t r i a l , h ad no p r o b a t i v e 
v a l u e i n d e t e r m i n i n g w h e t h e r t h e r e had been a 
v i o l a t i o n o f t h e Alabama F r a u d u l e n t T r a n s f e r s A c t by 
A p p e l l a n t s J o n i Wood and D a r r e n Woods, and s e r v e d 
s o l e l y t o i n f l a m e t h e p a s s i o n s o f t h e j u r y t o t h e 
p o i n t t h a t i t was i m p o s s i b l e f o r J o n i Wood and 
D a r r e n Woods t o r e c e i v e a f a i r t r i a l . " 

Thus, D a r r e n and J o n i c o n t e n d t h a t e v i d e n c e p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s and e x t e n t o f H a y e s ' s i n j u r i e s was i r r e l e v a n t 

8 D a r r e n and J o n i a l s o a r g u e on a p p e a l t h a t t h e t r i a l c o u r t 
e r r e d i n f a i l i n g t o g r a n t t h e i r m o t i o n f o r a j u d g m e n t as a 
m a t t e r o f l a w b a s e d on t h e g r o u n d o f i n s u f f i c i e n c y o f t h e 
e v i d e n c e and i n f a i l i n g t o o r d e r a new t r i a l on t h e g r o u n d 
t h a t t h e j u r y ' s v e r d i c t was a g a i n s t t h e g r e a t w e i g h t o f t h e 
e v i d e n c e . As n o t e d , however, none o f t h e d e f e n d a n t s f i l e d a 
p o s t j u d g m e n t m o t i o n . Such a m o t i o n , among o t h e r t h i n g s , i s 
n e c e s s a r y t o p r e s e r v e f o r a p p e a l an a l l e g e d e r r o r by t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t i n n o t e n t e r i n g a j u d g m e n t as a m a t t e r o f l a w b a s e d on 
i n s u f f i c i e n c y o f t h e e v i d e n c e . See K i n g M i n e s R e s o r t , I n c . v.  
M a l a c h i M i n . & M i n e r a l s , I n c . , 518 So. 2d 714, 716 ( A l a . 
1 9 8 7 ) . L i k e w i s e , a p o s t j u d g m e n t m o t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y t o 
p r e s e r v e f o r a p p e a l an argument t h a t a new t r i a l was w a r r a n t e d 
b a s e d on t h e g r e a t w e i g h t o f t h e e v i d e n c e . I d . a t 717. Thus, 
D a r r e n and J o n i have w a i v e d t h e i r argument t h a t t h e t r i a l 
c o u r t e r r e d i n f a i l i n g t o e n t e r a j u d g m e n t as a m a t t e r o f l a w 
o r and i n f a i l i n g t o o r d e r a new t r i a l . 
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and p r e j u d i c i a l and s h o u l d have been e x c l u d e d . The 

s u f f i c i e n c y o f D a r r e n ' s and J o n i ' s o b j e c t i o n s t o t h i s e v i d e n c e 

i s n o t i n q u e s t i o n i n t h i s a p p e a l . 

I n d e c i d i n g w h e t h e r t o a d m i t e v i d e n c e i n t h e f a c e o f 

o b j e c t i o n s on t h e s e g r o u n d s , " t h e t r i a l c o u r t must d e t e r m i n e 

w h e t h e r t h e e v i d e n c e i s r e l e v a n t and p r o b a t i v e , R u l e 401, A l a . 

R. E v i d . , and w h e t h e r t h e p r o b a t i v e v a l u e o f t h e e v i d e n c e i s 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y o u t w e i g h e d by t h e d a n g e r o f u n f a i r p r e j u d i c e , 

R u l e 403, A l a . R. E v i d . " Woods v. S t a t e , 13 So. 3d 1, 19 

( A l a . C r i m . App. 2 0 0 7 ) . 

" ' " R e l e v a n t e v i d e n c e " means e v i d e n c e h a v i n g any 
t e n d e n c y t o make t h e e x i s t e n c e o f any f a c t t h a t i s 
o f c o n s e q u e n c e t o t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e a c t i o n 
more p r o b a b l e o r l e s s p r o b a b l e t h a n i t w o u l d be 
w i t h o u t t h e e v i d e n c e . ' A l a . R. E v i d . 401. Under t h i s 
r u l e , ' [ e ] v i d e n c e i s t o be a d m i t t e d i f i t p o s s e s s e s 
"any t e n d e n c y , " i n l o g i c o r e x p e r i e n c e , t o l e a d t o 
t h e f a c t o r i n f e r e n c e f o r w h i c h i t i s o f f e r e d . ' 
A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e ' s N o t e s t o R u l e 401." 

M i d d l e t o n , 885 So. 2d a t 115. See a l s o T a y l o r v. G e n e r a l 

M o t o r s C o r p . , 707 So. 2d 198, 203 ( A l a . 1997) ( s t a t i n g t h a t 

" [ e ] v i d e n c e i s r e l e v a n t when i t has some t e n d e n c y t o s h e d 

l i g h t on t h e i n q u i r y a t i s s u e " ) . Thus, t h e f i r s t q u e s t i o n we 

must a d d r e s s i s w h e t h e r t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s and e x t e n t o f 
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H a y e s ' s i n j u r i e s a r e " f a c t [ s ] t h a t [ a r e ] o f c o n s e q u e n c e t o t h e 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e a c t i o n . " 885 So 2d a t 115. 

The t r i a l c o u r t gave t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a r g e t o t h e j u r y , 

w i t h o u t o b j e c t i o n , c o n c e r n i n g H a y e s ' s b u r d e n t o p r o v e a 

v i o l a t i o n o f t h e AUFTA: 

" [ H a y e s ] c l a i m s t o be a c r e d i t o r o f t h e d e b t o r 
S t e v i e Woods and c l a i m s t h a t t h e d e b t o r f r a u d u l e n t l y 
t r a n s f e r r e d an a s s e t o r i n t e r e s t i n an a s s e t when 
t h e d e b t o r t r a n s f e r r e d money and r e a l p r o p e r t y t o 
t h e t r a n s f e r e e s J o n i Woods and D a r r e n Woods. [ H a y e s ] 
has t h e b u r d e n o f p r o v i n g t o y o u r r e a s o n a b l e 
s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e f o l l o w i n g e l e m e n t s : 

" 1 . [ H a y e s ] i s a c r e d i t o r o f t h e d e b t o r S t e v i e 
Woods. 

"2. T h a t t h e d e b t o r t r a n s f e r r e d an a s s e t o r an 
i n t e r e s t i n an a s s e t w i t h o u t r e c e i v i n g a r e a s o n a b l y 
e q u i v a l e n t v a l u e i n e x c h a n g e f o r t h e t r a n s f e r . 

"3. T h a t t h e d e b t o r i n t e n d e d t o i n c u r , o r b e l i e v e d 
o r r e a s o n a b l y s h o u l d have b e l i e v e d t h a t he w o u l d 
i n c u r , d e b t s b e y o n d h i s a b i l i t y t o pay as t h e y 
became due." 

The c h a r g e was t a k e n f r o m Alabama P a t t e r n J u r y  

I n s t r u c t i o n : C i v i l 18.21, and i t i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e l a t t e r 

o f two t y p e s o f c o n s t r u c t i v e f r a u d d e s c r i b e d i n A l a . Code 

1975, § 8 - 9 A - 4 ( c ) . 9 The Alabama Comment t o t h i s Code s e c t i o n 

9 S e c t i o n 8-9A-4(c) p r o v i d e s : 

" ( c ) A t r a n s f e r made by a d e b t o r i s f r a u d u l e n t 
as t o a c r e d i t o r , w h e t h e r t h e c r e d i t o r ' s c l a i m a r o s e 
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s t a t e s t h a t " [ s ] u b s e c t i o n (c) o f t h i s s e c t i o n l i s t two t y p e s 

o f f r a u d , w h i c h a r e commonly i d e n t i f i e d as c o n s t r u c t i v e 

f r a u d . " A l a . Code 1975, § 8-9A-4, Comment 3. 

T h i s C o u r t has e x p l a i n e d : 

"An e x i s t i n g c r e d i t o r s e e k i n g t o s e t a s i d e a 
c o n v e y a n c e may do so b e c a u s e o f e i t h e r a c t u a l f r a u d 
o r c o n s t r u c t i v e f r a u d . A c t u a l f r a u d d e n o t e s t h e 
a c t u a l m e n t a l o p e r a t i o n o f i n t e n d i n g t o d e f e a t o r 
d e l a y t h e r i g h t s o f t h e c r e d i t o r . On t h e o t h e r hand, 
c o n s t r u c t i v e f r a u d i s b a s e d on f a c t s and 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h c o u r t s have s a i d c o n s t i t u t e 
l e g a l f r a u d , r e g a r d l e s s o f a c t u a l i n t e n t . The t e r m 
' c o n s t r u c t i v e f r a u d ' i s g e n e r a l l y u s e d t o r e f e r t o 
t h o s e i n s t a n c e s where a g r a n t o r , i n d e b t e d a t t h e 
t i m e , c o n v e y s p r o p e r t y w i t h o u t r e c e i v i n g v a l u a b l e 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . " 

G r a n b e r r y v. J o h n s o n , 491 So. 2d 926, 928-29 ( A l a . 1 9 8 6 ) . 

D a r r e n and J o n i c o n t e n d t h a t t h e manner i n w h i c h Hayes 

was i n j u r e d and t h e gruesome n a t u r e o f h e r i n j u r i e s a r e 

b e f o r e o r a f t e r t h e t r a n s f e r was made, i f t h e d e b t o r 
made t h e t r a n s f e r w i t h o u t r e c e i v i n g a r e a s o n a b l y 
e q u i v a l e n t v a l u e i n e x c h a n g e f o r t h e t r a n s f e r and 
t h e d e b t o r : 

"(1) Was engaged o r was a b o u t t o 
engage i n a b u s i n e s s o r a t r a n s a c t i o n f o r 
w h i c h t h e r e m a i n i n g a s s e t s o f t h e d e b t o r 
were u n r e a s o n a b l y s m a l l i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e 
b u s i n e s s o r t r a n s a c t i o n ; o r 

"(2) I n t e n d e d t o i n c u r , o r b e l i e v e d o r 
r e a s o n a b l y s h o u l d have b e l i e v e d t h a t he o r 
she w o u l d i n c u r , d e b t s b e y o n d h i s o r h e r 
a b i l i t y t o pay as t h e y became due." 
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i r r e l e v a n t t o e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e e l e m e n t s o f a c o n s t r u c t i v e 

f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r . Hayes c o u n t e r s t h a t t h e e v i d e n c e was 

r e l e v a n t t o e s t a b l i s h i n g t h a t she was a c r e d i t o r o f S t e v i e 

Woods ( t h e f i r s t e l e m e n t ) and t o d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t Woods knew 

t h a t t h e d e b t e x c e e d e d h i s a b i l i t y t o pay i t ( t h e t h i r d 

e l e m e n t ) . 

C o n c e r n i n g t h e f i r s t e l e m e n t , t h e f a c t t h a t S t e v i e Woods 

was a d e b t o r t o Hayes was n o t i n i s s u e a t t r i a l . A $5 m i l l i o n 

v e r d i c t i n f a v o r o f Hayes and a g a i n s t Woods c o n c e r n i n g h e r 

p e r s o n a l i n j u r i e s had been e n t e r e d b e f o r e t h e t r i a l o f H a y e s ' s 

c l a i m s a g a i n s t D a r r e n and J o n i r e l a t i n g t o t h e a l l e g e d 

f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r s . S t e v i e Woods d i d n o t a p p e a l t h a t 

v e r d i c t , and t h e j u r y was i n f o r m e d o f t h e v e r d i c t i n t h e 

o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t s o f c o u n s e l f o r b o t h p a r t i e s . 1 0 I n d e e d , 

d u r i n g o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t s c o u n s e l f o r t h e d e f e n d a n t s 

s t i p u l a t e d t o t h e j u d g m e n t a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods and t o t h e 

f a c t t h a t Hayes had i n c u r r e d o v e r $1 m i l l i o n i n m e d i c a l b i l l s . 

E v i d e n c e o f t h e f u l l e x t e n t and gruesome n a t u r e o f H a y e s ' s 

1 0 I n h e r b r i e f , Hayes s t a t e s t h a t t h e $5 m i l l i o n v e r d i c t 
a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods "was s t i l l p o t e n t i a l l y s u b j e c t t o a p p e a l " 
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e t r i a l a g a i n s t D a r r e n and J o n i . T h i s i s n o t 
t h e c a s e . B e c a u s e t h e $5 m i l l i o n v e r d i c t was e n t e r e d December 
8, 2010, i t had t o be a p p e a l e d by J a n u a r y 19, 2011. The t r i a l 
a g a i n s t D a r r e n and J o n i d i d n o t o c c u r u n t i l F e b r u a r y 22, 2011. 
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i n j u r i e s was n o t n e c e s s a r y t o e s t a b l i s h i n g an e l e m e n t o f t h e 

c l a i m t h a t was n o t i n d i s p u t e . 

As m e n t i o n e d , Hayes a l s o c o n t e n d s i n t h e s e a p p e a l s , as 

she d i d b e f o r e t h e t r i a l c o u r t , t h a t " t h e n a t u r e and e x t e n t o f 

[ H a y e s ' s ] i n j u r i e s a r e f u l l y p r o b a t i v e f o r s h o w i n g what was o r 

s h o u l d have been i n S t e v i e Woods' mind i n t h e weeks and months 

f o l l o w i n g t h e e x p l o s i o n . " I n o t h e r w o r d s , Hayes c o n t e n d s t h a t 

t h e e v i d e n c e was r e l e v a n t t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e t h i r d e l e m e n t o f 

a c o n s t r u c t i v e f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r -- t h a t S t e v i e Woods knew 

o r s h o u l d have known t h a t t h e d e b t he owed Hayes w o u l d be 

b e y o n d h i s a b i l i t y t o pay b e c a u s e o f t h e m a g n i t u d e o f h e r 

i n j u r i e s . Thus, a c c o r d i n g t o H a y e s , t h e j u r y n e eded t o be 

shown p i c t u r e s o f H a y e s ' s i n j u r i e s and t o be t o l d a b o u t t h e 

o r d e a l o f h e r r e c o v e r y b e c a u s e t h e e v i d e n c e had a b e a r i n g on 

t h e m a g n i t u d e o f t h e d e b t S t e v i e Woods owed H a y e s . 

The p r o b l e m w i t h t h i s argument i s t h a t no t e s t i m o n y 

s o l i c i t e d f r o m S t e v i e Woods, D a r r e n , o r J o n i i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

S t e v i e Woods knew, o r s h o u l d have known, t h e f u l l e x t e n t and 

gruesome n a t u r e o f H a y e s ' s i n j u r i e s a t t h e t i m e he i n c u r r e d 

t h e d e b t o r a t any t i m e b e f o r e he s t a r t e d t r a n s f e r r i n g a s s e t s 

t o h i s c h i l d r e n . I n h i s d e p o s i t i o n , S t e v i e Woods d i d n o t 

24 



1100750 and 1100751 

t e s t i f y c o n c e r n i n g h i s k n o w ledge o f Hayes's c o n d i t i o n , and, i n 

f a c t , he was n o t a s k e d any q u e s t i o n s on t h a t s u b j e c t . 

L i k e w i s e , n e i t h e r D a r r e n n o r J o n i was a s k e d w h e t h e r t h e i r 

f a t h e r was aware o f t h e n a t u r e and e x t e n t o f Hayes's i n j u r i e s 

a t t h e t i m e t h e t r a n s f e r s were made. The o n l y t e s t i m o n y 

p r o v i d e d a t t r i a l on t h i s s u b j e c t was e l i c i t e d f r o m O f f i c e r 

Clemmons, who r e l a t e d t o S t e v i e Woods t h e day a f t e r t h e 

e x p l o s i o n t h a t Hayes had been i n t h e house when i t e x p l o d e d 

and t h a t she had s u s t a i n e d l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i n j u r i e s . I t 

w o u l d have been r e a s o n a b l e f o r t h e j u r y t o i n f e r f r o m t h a t 

t e s t i m o n y t h a t S t e v i e Woods knew o r s h o u l d have known t h a t he 

had i n c u r r e d a d e b t t o Hayes b a s e d on t h e f a c t t h a t he had 

been t o l d t h a t she had s u s t a i n e d l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g i n j u r i e s . 

T h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t o i n d i c a t e , h owever, t h a t S t e v i e Woods 

knew o r s h o u l d have known o f t h e e x t e n t o f Ha y e s ' s i n j u r i e s as 

d e p i c t e d by t h e e v i d e n c e p r e s e n t e d a t t r i a l o r t h a t t h e d e b t 

he m i g h t i n c u r as a r e s u l t o f t h o s e i n j u r i e s w o u l d be b e y o n d 

h i s a b i l i t y t o p a y b e c a u s e o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h o s e i n j u r i e s o r 

t h e k i n d o f m e d i c a l c a r e t h a t w o u l d be r e q u i r e d t o r e c o v e r 

f r o m s u c h i n j u r i e s . 
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As n o t e d above, " r e l e v a n t e v i d e n c e " must c o n c e r n a " f a c t 

t h a t i s o f c o n s e q u e n c e t o t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e a c t i o n . " 

R u l e 401, A l a . R. E v i d . The c r e d i t o r - d e b t o r r e l a t i o n s h i p 

b e t w een Hayes and S t e v i e Woods was n o t i n q u e s t i o n , and Hayes 

p r e s e n t e d no e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t i n g t h a t S t e v i e Woods knew t h e 

f u l l e x t e n t and gruesome n a t u r e o f Hayes's i n j u r i e s a t t h e 

t i m e he made t h e t r a n s f e r s i n q u e s t i o n . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e 

t e s t i m o n y and d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e d e t a i l i n g t h e same c o u l d 

n o t a s s i s t i n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e t h i r d e l e m e n t o f t h e 

c o n s t r u c t i v e - f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r c l a i m s . 

F o r good r e a s o n , t h e t r i a l c o u r t o r d e r e d t h a t t h e t r i a l 

o f H a y e s ' s c l a i m s s o l e l y a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods b a s e d on 

p e r s o n a l i n j u r i e s she s u s t a i n e d i n t h e e x p l o s i o n p r o c e e d 

s e p a r a t e l y f r o m t h e t r i a l o f Hayes's c l a i m s a l l e g i n g 

f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r s a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods, D a r r e n , J o n i , and 

F l o w e r Wood. I t d i d so f o l l o w i n g a m o t i o n f r o m D a r r e n , J o n i , 

and F l o w e r Wood i n w h i c h t h o s e d e f e n d a n t s e x p r e s s e d g r a v e 

c o n c e r n s a b o u t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f e v i d e n c e r e g a r d i n g H ayes's 

i n j u r i e s " i n f l a m [ i n g ] " t h e j u r y a g a i n s t them. The t r i a l 

c o u r t ' s o r d e r b i f u r c a t i n g t h e t r i a l o f Hayes's c l a i m s 

c o n s t i t u t e d an i m p l i c i t a c k n o w l e d g m e n t t h a t e v i d e n c e r e g a r d i n g 
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t h e e x p l o s i o n and H a y e s ' s r e s u l t i n g i n j u r i e s c o u l d o n l y 

d i s t r a c t f r o m a t r i a l on t h e c l a i m s a l l e g i n g f r a u d u l e n t 

t r a n s f e r s . D e s p i t e t a k i n g t h e measure o f o r d e r i n g s e p a r a t e 

t r i a l s on t h o s e c l a i m s , t h e t r i a l c o u r t t h e n a l l o w e d Hayes t o 

p r e s e n t much o f t h e e v i d e n c e c o n c e r n i n g t h e e x p l o s i o n , h e r 

i n j u r i e s , and h e r r e c o v e r y t h a t she had p r e s e n t e d i n t h e f i r s t 

t r i a l o f h e r p e r s o n a l - i n j u r y c l a i m s a g a i n s t S t e v i e Woods. 

" ' T r i a l j u d g e s have w i d e d i s c r e t i o n t o 
e x c l u d e o r a d m i t e v i d e n c e even o f m i n o r 
p r o b a t i v e v a l u e on i s s u e s l i t i g a t e d i n t h e 
c a s e s . The t e s t i s t h a t t h e e v i d e n c e must 
o n l y s h e d l i g h t on t h e main i n q u i r y , and  
n o t w i t h d r a w a t t e n t i o n f r o m t h e main  
i n q u i r y . C h e r r y v. H i l l , 283 A l a . 74, 214 
So.2d 427 (1968 ); see a l s o , C. Gamble, 
M c E l r o y ' s Alabama E v i d e n c e § 21.01(6) ( 3 r d 
ed. 1 9 7 7 ) . ' " 

S c a r b e r v. K e l s o e , 594 So. 2d 68, 70 ( A l a . 1992) ( q u o t i n g Ryan  

v. A c u f f , 435 So. 2d 1244, 1217 ( A l a . 1983) ( e m p h a s i s a d d e d ) ) . 

The e v i d e n c e i n q u e s t i o n drew a t t e n t i o n away f r o m t h e 

p e r t i n e n t i n q u i r y -- w h e t h e r t h e r e a l - p r o p e r t y t r a n s a c t i o n s 

were f r a u d u l e n t t r a n s f e r s . I n s t e a d , t h e e v i d e n c e e m p h a s i z e d 

Hayes's p a i n and s u f f e r i n g . See a l s o , e.g., M i d d l e t o n , 885 

So. 2d a t 113 ( o b s e r v i n g t h a t " [ d ] e s p i t e t h e l a t i t u d e a f f o r d e d 

t h e t r i a l c o u r t i n i t s e v i d e n t i a r y r u l i n g s , a t r i a l c o u r t 
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e x c e e d s i t s d i s c r e t i o n where i t a d m i t s p r e j u d i c i a l e v i d e n c e 

t h a t has no p r o b a t i v e v a l u e " ( e m p h a s i s o m i t t e d ) ) . 

As we n o t e d i n o u r s t a t e m e n t o f t h e s t a n d a r d o f r e v i e w , 

an e r r o n e o u s r u l i n g as t o t h e a d m i s s i o n o f e v i d e n c e by a t r i a l 

c o u r t c o n s t i t u t e s r e v e r s i b l e e r r o r o n l y i f t h e e r r o r has 

p r o b a b l y i n j u r i o u s l y a f f e c t e d s u b s t a n t i a l r i g h t s o f t h e 

a p p e a l i n g p a r t i e s . I n t h i s i n s t a n c e , t h e p r e j u d i c e t o D a r r e n 

and J o n i r e s u l t i n g f r o m t h e a d m i s s i o n o f p h o t o g r a p h s o f t h e 

c r i m e s c e n e and Hayes's gruesome c o n d i t i o n f o l l o w i n g t h e 

e x p l o s i o n as w e l l as t e s t i m o n y d e t a i l i n g t h e e x t e n t o f H a yes's 

i n j u r i e s and t h e manner i n w h i c h t h o s e i n j u r i e s r a d i c a l l y 

a f f e c t e d h e r l i f e i s o b v i o u s . The e v i d e n c e had "'an undue 

t e n d e n c y t o s u g g e s t d e c i s i o n on an i m p r o p e r b a s i s . ' " G i p s o n  

v. Y ounes, 724 So. 2d 530, 532 ( A l a . C i v . App. 1998) ( q u o t i n g 

R u l e 403, Fed. R. E v i d . , A d v i s o r y C ommittee N o t e s 1 9 7 2 ) . 

T h e r e f o r e , t h e t r i a l c o u r t ' s a d m i s s i o n o f t h e e v i d e n c e 

c o n s t i t u t e s r e v e r s i b l e e r r o r . 

IV. C o n c l u s i o n 

The t r i a l c o u r t ' s a d m i s s i o n o f e v i d e n c e t h a t was e n t i r e l y 

i r r e l e v a n t t o H a yes's f r a u d u l e n t - t r a n s f e r c l a i m s and t h a t was 

h i g h l y p r e j u d i c i a l t o D a r r e n and J o n i w a r r a n t s r e v e r s a l o f t h e 
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j u r y v e r d i c t s a g a i n s t D a r r e n and J o n i . A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e 

judgment o f t h e t r i a l c o u r t i s r e v e r s e d , and t h e c a u s e i s 

remanded f o r a new t r i a l c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h i s o p i n i o n . 

1100750 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED. 

1100751 -- REVERSED AND REMANDED. 

M a l o n e , C . J . , and W o o d a l l , B o l i n , and M a i n , J J . , c o n c u r . 
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